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The CONT^NfS 

ExtraB cf three Letters of Dr. Wallis, comermngan un* 
u^ml Meteor jeen At the j^Ame time in mmy diftmt 
places of England. Communimions tombing fmr forts of 
fa0itiom Shining fubjlames. Divers Letters about the kte 
Comet, {rom Sigmr Cafllni, Monfieur UtvcWm^ md Mr. 
Flamfteadt Jn Account of Four Books : L the Natural Hi- 
ftor/of OXFORDSHlRE.&c. Bf Robert Plott.LL. D. 
If. UJRCHlTECrmE NJfJLE, avecieROU^ 
flER des Indes Orientates 1^ Occidentals 5 par le Sieur 
Daffie. IIL JPhikfophical Dialogues concerning the Princi- 
pies of Natural Bodies ; by W.Siii)pfon,tJiP. i V. ji Nev0 
treatise of GHTMlSTRYi mitten in French by Chrifto- 
pher Glafer, and now Englijbed by F, R. S. Jn Mvertife* 
ment of a NewMappof England. 



jin ExtraB of two Letters , written by Dr. Wallis to the Pub- 
U{berthe 20th and 30th of January lafl^ concerning a confdera^ 
ble Meteor feen in many dipant places of England 
at the fame time f . f t^^^ '^^ ^pt 

fmhliflied foon^ 
tr^bccaufQ more particulars were exptfied both from 
Qiher plactsof Englandi and from Fovretgn parts* 

S I R, 

Do not know, whether in your TranfaSions you have any 
^ where taken notice of that unufual Meteor which happened 
on Wednefday Sept. zotk laft paft, about Seven of the clock 
at night or foon after ; which, though it feemed very low, was 
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feen in moft parts of Ef^glandnmch at the fame time, and much 
in the fame manner. I hear of it from divers perfons who fa w 
k in Oxford, Ncrthampto^Jbke, Gloucefierjhire^ Worcejierjhhe, 
Scmerfetjhire, Hawpjhire^ Kent, Bffexr Lmdcn^ drc and I 
doubt not but you have heard of divers more. Some here call 
it a Draco voUm. I have fometimes been fancying,it might be 
higher than they imagined, only cafting a light fo low. And if 
I had heard any thing froln it abroad, fliould have inclined to 
think it a Comtt , pafllng fwiftly by us, very near the Eanh, 
even through our Air* But, if it had beenfo , itmuft be a 
very little one, orelfe we fliould have heard more of it. 

A third Letter from the fame hand, eonccrnwg the fame Meteor. 
Oxford, M^;^ 8.1677. 
S I R, 

I Remember that in Jamar/h(t I wrote you twoLetters^j 
concerning an unufual appearance which had here happen- 
ed not long before^on Wednesday Septemb.2oth,i6j6^bttw€tn 
fevenand eight of *he clock at night. In the dusk of the E- 
vening (about Candle-lighting) there appeared a fudden lighr^^ 
equal to chat of Noon-day ; fo that the fmalleft pin or ft raw 
might be feen lying on the ground. And, above in the Air,was 
feen (at no great diftance as was fuppofed) a long appearance 
as of fire; like a long arm (forfoit wasdefcribed tome) with 
a great knob at the end of it ; fliooting along very fwifcly : 
and, atitsdifappearing, feemed to break into fmall fparksor 
parcels of fire, like as Rockets and fuch Artificial Fire- works 
in the Air are wont to do. 'Twas fo furprizing,and of fo {hart 
continuance, that it was fcarce feen by any who did not then 
happen to be abroad. 'Twas judged, by him from whom I 
firft heard of ir, (for I had not the hap to fee it my felf,) to 
continue about two or three minutes: But, I find he took a 
minute to be a very fhorr time, (little more than a momentj 
From others I am told , it was fcarce longer than while one 
might tell fifteen or twenty at the moft ; which will belefs 
than hair a minute. All this might happen well enough from 
fome Fiery Meteor in our Air ; as a Draco mtam(^s fome have 
been pleafed to call this) or the like. But that which makes it 
to me the more furprizing, is this • that I find the fame to 
have been feen in moft parts of England^ and at or near the 
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fame time i As, not only in Oxfird mdOxf^rdfiin , but alfo 
m N0nhimpunfhiri^ Gkmijierjbire^ Wmeprpin^ Scmerfet^ 
fiire^ Div0nfiir€^ Eampfiin^ Sujfex^ Smny^ Ki^t^ Effix^ and 
(particularly )by the Watcr-men on the thsmes in their paffage 
between Gravefi^dmd Lmdpn. In bow many other parts of 
Bnglmd, or in what parts out of England it might be fecn ; 
I have not yet heard. But this is a great breadth of ground, 
and coo much for an ordinary Meteor in our lower region of 
the Air to be feen in at once % Yet ( for ought I hear) it is a- 
greed by all to have been feen at the lame time, between fcven 
and eight at night the fame day, in the dusk of the Evening. 
Which argues , that either it was higher than they imagined, 
(though the light of it reached the Earth) or elfe, that it had a 
very fwift motion* This made me then conjeflure , (what in 
thofe Letters I fignifiedj that it might be fome flnall Corner^ 
whore/i;!?^4 trajeB^ris paflTcd very near our Earth , or upon 
it. And I therefore enquired from you, what news might be 
heard of it from beyond the Seas , or in parts of England fur- 
ther off, and what more particular account thereof you might 
have from the variety of your Correfpondents. For I judged 
it not improbable, that it might, when further dillant from us, 
appear in the form of a Comer. That Comer, vv^hich haih 
now appeared J in this and the laft month , confirms me in 
the fame opinion ; which I conjedure may be the very 
fame which paffed by us in S^pl^^lifr laft. Why it was not 
foonerfeen, I cannot tell; fave, what is the common fate of 
moft Comets , that they are feldom obferved till after their 
neareft diftance from us : And , perhaps, ic may have been fo 
near the Sun (as to its vifible place ) as not to be much above 
our Horizon fa vein the day time# And for the like reafon ic 
maybe, that in S^/I^^nkr laft, when it pafTed by us, ic was 
not more feen abroad in other parts 3 it mighc paf^ them in the 
daytime, being but in theXwy-lighc with u$; and, had it 
been one hour fooner, the day-light would have hindred us 
from feeing it, Whfch way its morion was when near us, I 
cannot conclude, foas to facisfie my felf. For moft that faw it, 
being fuddenly furprized , took little more notice of ic 
than that it fuddenly appeared and was fuddenly 
gone 5 but law it fo little time as fcarce to mark which 
way. By the account I had from one in Morthampion- 
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jblre (between BrackfymdBMhrjf^) it flbould fmii to have 
moved there towards the South- weft. By the account I 
had from one who Faw it in Hampfl;ire (between Wimhejier and 
Southampton) it fliould feem to be cowards the South ealt ; from 
others I have nothing of certainty, and therefore can conclude 
nothing. (Irs motion might then feem to us the fwifter, if its 
proper motion were then one way; and the Earths motion here, 
at the fame timcjcontrary to it. And it is not impofllble^that its 
daftingagainft the Earth might difturb its motions ^^ when, 
Clouds, in their paflTage , meet with Mountains.) By this time 
I fuppofe it may be gotten fo far from us that its apparent 
motion is very little. And fo late it was before we heard of it 
here, and it is now ^o fuialhand fonear the Sun,and the weather 
withal hath been fo cfbiidy, that I (and fome others who 
would willingly have feenitj have not had the hap to fee it at 
alL My conjedure upon the whole, though perhaps but a con* 
jediure, hath at lead fo much of probability in it, as to deferve 
fome confideration : and may ferve (if true) to give us feme 
light into the nature of Comets; which perhaps will feldom 
have been found to come fo near us , as this feems to have done* 
I add no more, but that I am 



Tours ^e^c. 



John Wallis, 



An 



